dour Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ Firet Voyage "Round the ‘ferid by Magellan.” 
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How many of us realize that our Government, which 
has repeatedly affirmed the sanctity of international 
agreements, has never complied with an arbitral award 
rendered against it in 1911? This was the “Chamizal” 
case on the Texas-Mexico border. 

This dispute goes back many years. The Rio Grande, 
which forms our common boundary, continually shifts its 
course, generally eroding the Mexican side and grad- 
ually building up the U. S. side. But from 1864-68 dis- 
astrous floods occurred which tore off large chunks of 
land on the edge of the Mexican city of Juarez, opposite 
El Paso, sometimes eating away 50 yards overnight. The 
whole Chamizal tract of about 600 acres was formed thus 
by alluvial deposits over a period of about 60 years. 
Similar changes occurred farther down the river. 

Claims arising out of these changes were referred 
to. an International Boundary Commission, but it was 
unable to settle the Chamizal case. Finally in 1910, the 
two Governments agreed to re-submit this case to the 
“Commission, augmented by a distinguished Canadian 
jurist, and to accept the decision, whether unanimous or 
by majority vote, “as final and conclusive upon both 
Governments, and without appeal”. 

The award was mace in April, 1911. Instead of 

anting the whole tract ic either country, it gave to the 

. S. the northern part wich ad been added by gradual 
erosion wip to 1864, and to hicxico the southern portion 
which had been added by the violent -nanges 5>tween 
1864 and 1868. 

What was the basis of this ©.<tes.:.anlike compro- 
mise, and why did the United Sta 2s reiuse it? The 
Canadian and Mexican Commissioners: azreed that the 
changes resulting from the floods of 1é5-;-68 could not 
be caused by “slow and gradual erosion”, and ** -refore, 
under a boundary treaty of 1884, did not carry tu< .oun- 
dary with them but left it fixed in the river ci 2nr-: of 
1864. The U. S. Commissioner, however, held tuct only 
when the river cut a new channel did the old boun =ry 
remain fixed, otherwise, in all cases of erosion it shifted 
with the river, and that the other Commissioners weie 
setting up a new and unwarranted distinction between 
slow and violent erosion. 

The grounds on which the U. S. refused to accept 
the judgment were that the Commissioners. were not 
empowered to divide the tract, and that it could not 
be carried out anyway because the old channel of 1864 
could not be located. Although the Canadian Commis- 


under the verdi 


sioner’s interpretation of treaties could be questioned, as 
shown above, the decision on all points was by majority 
vote, and if the majority found ditterent causes operating 
before and after 1864, it was both logical and fair to 
divide the tract accordingly. Unquestionably the award 
should have been accepted loyally by the U. S., as agreed 
beforehand, and when we proposed further negotiations, . 
instead, Mexico quite properly stood firmly on her rights 


: We feel that the real cause for refusal was the vested 
interests acquired by El Paso citizens. During the years 
the city gradually spread into El Chamizal, and it has 
been so long in Texan hands that there would be stren- 
uous opposition to letting it go now. But although time 
has increased the difficulties, is not the moral issue very 
clear? We gave our word to abide by a decision, and 
then, although we had lost only half the tract we quibbled 


refused, 


As to the alleged impossibility of locating the 1864 
river channel, researches made, including aerial photog- 
7 to break down that contention. 

e question has a political as well as a moral 


‘large, thus is a burning issue among the Mexican people. 
It is - cCofinite barrier to Mexican-United States friend- 
ship ana has become a touchstone of our sincerity, in 
spite of official unity on defense matters: Among the 
viher American nations, too, it weakens our influence 
wk.-1 we urge upon them arbitration or mediation, as in 
the case of Ecuador and Peru. 

By now you are thinking, “What can we do about 
it?” There are two definite things: work on the State 
Department, and on the people of Texas. 

To be sure, our Government takes a very different 
attitude now, and is genuinely trying to solve the many 
problems involved. But by cautiously working out all 
the details before committing itself, is not the Depart- 
ment proceeding in the wrong way and making its task 
harder? A bold stroke now, declaring our acceptance of 
the award, would clear the air and put new drive behind 
the effort. It would deeply stir the Mexican people and 
might even open the way to mutual compromises not 
now acceptable. 

So write to the Secretary of State; talk the matter 
up and get many others to do so. Keep a stream, or at 
least a steady trickle, of letters going in that direction, 
(continued on page 3) 


Although the intrinsic value of the tract is not _ 
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COOPERATIVES AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT 


Are you a veteran of the Peace Movement at the moment pretty much 
frustrated by the impossibility for effective action? I would call your 
attention to the Cooperative Movement. 

od This peaceful method of automatically distributing the profits of a 
aia community back into its consuming members’ pockets, is built on a simple 

* theory, i. ¢., that ownership of the services which supply one’s own needs 
agg safest protection against corrupt manipulation in the interest of the 

In cooperatives, autonomous groups of neighbors own and operate 
their own grocery store —or filling station — or fertilizer factory. They 
are the ultimate authority. The larger units of the structure — the whole- 
sale which supplies the goods to the retail stores (of which there are 14 
— ll over the U. S.) are owned by the local groups whom it serves. The locals 
are not owned by them. That is a very marked difference in control. 
The vote of an individual cooperator on matters of policy belongs to 
his person and not to the amount of stock he owns. When one personality - 
secures greater weight than another, it is because his power of judgment 
has commended itself for that reward, not because of superior financial 
holdings. 
mid-West where cooperatives first took hold among farmers, 
fertilizer_were bought.cooperatively at immediate substantial sav- 
'aaan ow there is rapid movement into food where there is a much 
=“ gmener unit savings to the housewife, but equal consumer protection of 
quality in relation to -price. 
In the urban centers of the East, food has been the primary vehicle 
for the development of consumer cooperatives. Study by the housewife 
members of nutrition needs and how to fill them follows close on the heels 
of the cooperative food store. This program has had an added impetus by 
the draft records of widespread malnutrition among the country’s man- 
er. OPA has given impetus by the setting up of Consumer Centers 

Z in many of the large cities to make available all sorts of consumer infor- 
ci, mation and protective service. Cooperators are finding themselves called 
oa on to guide these centers. 


We have been asking ourselves, even before the war, 

. both as peace people and as citizens — what is the matter 
with our process of education that we have so large an 
educated population and so poor an accomplishment in 

human welfare. The experiment now being tried by 
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er a : Honorary National President rs. Hannah Clothier H 
adult education is in simpler technique, smaller National President 
home environment. Cooperative education is in the fore Honorary Vie ont ML Katherine Devereux Mi 
front of this experiment, with its Advisory Councils. Vice-President Gertrude Mn 
~ ice-Presiden rs. Hiram i 
The Advisory Council is simply this: a group of not Third Vice-President Mrs, John Beardsley Mis 
4 ‘more than 12 people who come together naturally in the yet - the Board Mrs. Stella Moos 
| homes of its members—either because they live near uur, 
B together or like and enjoy each other. As members of Treasurer of International Funds Miss Dertiame c Deal Mr 
4 the neighborhood Coop, these people set aside one night . : 
i normementh when they agree to talk specifically about the STATE PRESIDENTS 1 
their common enterprise. At its sternest, California Mrs. Greene 
tackles some of the real problems before of Golumbi Mrs. Henry R. Nissley 
lected Board of Directors; at its lightest it covers Illinois umbia 
the news of personality adjustments, that original and Maryland Dr, Louise R, Heath 
af primary choice of whether it shall be war or peace Michigan Mrs. George T. Hendrie 
The power of these Councils lies in the fact that no — ae - Mrs. Horace A. Eaton ” 
real problem of the local cooperative can miss the atten- Binford 
tion of these groups. This is democracy functioning at Virginia Mrs. J. 
its source. The thinking of many Councils in a coopera- Wisconsin .........Mrs. Frederick Bruns and Mrs. Ailan J. Roberts 
Fx tive reflect without error the opinion of its membership. 
Their Board of Directors must listen because they are Mrs. Joh Ph pala: agus 1941-1943 Lat 
being checked against by an alert public opinion. Dr. Ge rirude “Bussey Mi dred Scott 0 Leg 
A free world will only be ranteed after the war Lit 
id is over if we strengthen process. World nag Mir 
peace will come only as we learn truly to live together 
in activity carried forward for the good of all. Peace ELECTED MEMBERS — 1942-1944 
3 | people are needed to help forge the new techniques for Mrs. John Beardsley Miss Graco Rhoads 
oe human relationships which are being experimented with Mrs. Martha Helen Elliott Mrs. Dorothy Medders Robinson Noi 
in consumer cooperatives. see Mary Farquharson Mrs, Russell Angell Off 
rs. Dorothy Hommel Mrs, Alice Woodruff Org 
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COOPERATIVES AROUND THE WORLD 


The industrial cooperatives in China are showing new growth. Plans 
for setting up with American funds a new Industrial Cooperative Depot 
in Likiang, northwestern Yunnan, on the supply route being built to Sadiya 
in India, have been announced by the American Committee. Al h 
the route has not been completed and can now be traversed by mule only, 
the cooperatives will be set up to meet the needs of the heavy traffic when 
it is established. The growth of cooperatives in this area would also 
serve to bring together the various tribes of Lolos, Tibetans, Yuetungs, 
and others living near the proposed route, and would bring them into 
closer friendship with the other peoples of China. 

Cooperatives already established in China are being called upon to 
supply an ever greater amount of materials and supplies for the country. 
Recently they undertook the manufacture of blankets, a new industry for 
China, since most blankets’ had been imported previously. (Worldover 
Press.) 

A fourth of the Jewish population in Palestine belongs to some co- 
operative organization. In the agricultural cooperatives, for instance, 
Palestine takes a foremost place among the countries of the world. Co- 
operative credit is one of the most important factors in the cooperative 
system of Palestine, labor alone mt one 
third of the 80,000 members of the credit movement. In spite-——.< 
of recent difficulties i GGmmection the general situation, the labor 
credit cooperatives Have shown a remarkable stability and have proved ~~ 
to be among the most effective instruments of constructive cooperative 
financing. The loans made by the workers’ credit societies are designed 
in particular to enable their members to develop mixed farming (vegetable 
gardens, poultry, etc.), to buy work animals and cattle, agricultural tools 
and machines and to join the producing cooperatives, etc. During the last 
two years the credit cooperatives have also been able to grant short term 
loans for a five to six years’ term at a reduced interest rate, thus furthering 
suburban and auxiliary production as well as the increase of food supplies. 

Thanks to the prudent policy of the labor credit cooperatives and to 
the care they have taken to preserve considerable liquid reserves, they have 

successfully stood the test of two years of war and 
unstable economic conditions and have continued their 
normal activity in granting credits to their members. 
(W.L.L. International Circular Letter.) 

Formation of an International Committee for Co- 


how well fed THEY are" 


BOARD 


Mre. Mrs. Rath reconstruction of cooperatives in wartorn countries after 

ke # #$$Miss Dorothy Day Mrs. Emily Parker Simon the war and to encourage the use of cooperative methods 

ey Mrs. Lois Eliot Miss Eleanor Taylor in general post-war reconstruction was announced here 

pei W.LL.P.F INC. : recently by the Cooperative League of the U. S. A. 

=, | Miss Emily Greene Balch Mrs. Hannah Clothier Hull Composed of a group of executives of coop. ratives. 

| REGIONAL CHAIRMEN now in exile in America from occupied European coun- 

ng Mrs. Fred W. Ring Mrs. Norman Tenneson tries, a number of American cooperative leaders, several 

ey Mrs. Arthur L. Polley Mrs. Charles O. Leidgen noted economists and public figures, and of representa- 

1942-43 CHAIRMEN STANDING COMMITTEES tives of many non-European lands, the Committee will _ 

Budget Committee Mrs, John H. Arnett work out plans for the 
ne. 4 ~ Education Division Mrs. Meta Riseman, Coordinator operatives and will serve as a clearimg-house GF me 
°y Peace Symbols Miss Zonia Baber tion from occupied countries. It Wall alse me | 
at Radio Mrs. W. Calhoun Stirling encowmge 

t ilivlons Contacts Mrs, John Nevin Sayre government and other agencies to make cooperatives an 

th Schools and Colleges Mrs. John B important part of all programs for democratic recon- 

- Study Groups Mrs. Kenneth Walser struction. (Worldover Press.) 

“i Finance Committee Miss Gertrude C. Bussey sue 

On UNCLE SAM, KEEP YOUR WORD!—(cont. from p. 1) 

rd Puerto Rico Mrs. C. Eugene Woodruff Secondly, use all your contacts with groups and 

Mrs. Carlton individuals in Texas to create favorable sentiment there. 

ts mternation ~---—~=-wnnnneMis, Gertrude ‘C. Bussey Be very tactful in this, realizing that the present genera- 

Action tion of Texans is not responsible for the injustice; what 

Labor Committee Mrs. Jean Wilcox is called for is sacrifice to right an old wrong, in the 

Legislation—Congressional Miss Dorothy Detzer spirit of the new brotherhood among the Americas. 

Coe Many intelligent Texans, especially educators, are 

serature Comn keenly aware of their border State’s responsibility for 

promoting mutual appreciation and friendship, and are 

Conscientious Objectors Miss Grace Rhoads doing so in many ways. The State Legislature recently 

Roce Relations Mrs. er Danka Se. sue appropriated generous funds for our share of an interna- 

Office Committee Mrs. Hiram Elfenbein , s matter on the hearts 
Organization Committee of the people of Texas, and they will loyally back up our 

(Membership) Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted Government in a fair settlement. — Heloise Brainerd. 
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TIMING OUR ACTION 


In the June issue of FOUR LIGHTS, the wide and comprehen- 
sive program adopted by the Annual Meeting for the coming year 
was published. It is not always possible to work simultaneously 
om every point of such a broad program. Timing is always an 
essential problem. And it is often futile to throw the energies 
of the Women’s International League into a compaign of legisla- 
tive action before the situation has crystallized. This does not 
affect the long, necessary process of education which must be 
constant and unflagging, but timing is always an important 
factor where political or legislative action is necessary. 
THE POLL TAX 
The time is now ripe for action on the poll tax. Here is a 
travesty of democracy which should be resolved at once before 
the next elections. 
_At the hearings on the Pepper poll tax bill before the Senate 
pemery Committee, some absolutely startling material has 
made available to the public. I should like to pick some of 
the material from the hearings to give you some idea of the 
rtance of it. Dr. John Caldwell, professor of political science 
at Vanderbilt University, Tennessee, stated that in the study he 
has made of family incomes in the South, 72% of the Negro 
families earned less than $750 a year. In non-poll-tax states, 70% 
of the potential voting population- cast their votes in the 1940 
elections. In the eight poll-tax states, only 21% voted. 


From the testimony of~Mr-- Henry Collins Washington, 
D. C., comes the following information. According to the Consti- 
tution, the population of a state determines the number of repre- 
sentatives it is to have in Congress. The present basis provides 
for one Congressman for every 280,000 population. In the eight 
Southern poll-tax states, there are 78 Congressmen. Of these, 
29 received not one opposition vote in the 1938 election. These 
29 included the entire delegations from the States of Mississippi 
and Arkansas. Twenty-six more of these Congressmen had less 
than 100 votes cast in opposition to them. Only eight of the 73 


‘shad to face an opponent who polled more than 2000 votes. 


In 1938, 43% of the population of the State of Pennsylvania 
voted; in Georgia, only 2%. More votes were cast in one district 
in St. Louis, Missouri— a non-poll-tax state— than were cast in 


’ must be taken before more comp 
_ race relations can be dealt with. 


Mississippi, Georgia, and South Carolina. Yet, this one district 
in St. Louis sent one representative to Congress, and the States 
of Mississippi, Georgia, and South Carolina sent 23! 

Rhode Island, the smallest state in the Union in size, has 
a population of 687,000. Nevertheless, the voters of Rhode Island 
cast more votes for their two representatives than did the popula- 
tion of all the vast area stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico, embracing four 
districts in Virginia, plus the entire States of South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, with a total population of ten 
and three-fourths millions and with 36 representatives in the 
House! Poll-tax Senators occupy 30% ‘of the chairmanships of 
the Senate’s standing committees and one-third of the chair- 
manships of the House committees. , 

It is imperative that — the eae tax be abolished or the 
system of representation be changed in accordance with the 
Constitution. If we really believe in democracy, here is a case 
right at home where we must throw our weight. There are nator 
whose convictions lead them to fight in a war for 
We must do our part in the struggle at home. Won’t you find 
out immediately what your Senators and Congressmen intend 
to do about the poll tax? We should insist upon immediate 
passage of the Pepper Bill. 

EXCLUSION ACT 

Unfortunately, there is as yet no measure before the Con- 
gress for abrogation of the Exclusion Act. But here is a job of 
steady, persistent pressure and education. It is a matter of 
shame and humiliation that citizens of China and India —allies 
of our government in this war — are prevented from entering this 
country on the quota basis, because of race, unless they do so 
illegally. There is a section of opinion in the government which 
is for a hush-hush policy. They say the race issues must not be 
raised now. The answer to that is that the race issue is raised 
whether we like it or not, and it must be resolved. The abroga- 
tion of the Exclusion Act is a step in the international field which 
i and delicate questions of 


— Dorothy Detzer. 


GOVERNMENT BONDS 


Some of our members find themselves conscientiously unable 
to purchase war bonds or defense stamps. For them two alterna- 
tive plans have been worked out which are legal, officially 
acceptable, and which serve the purpose in community, school, 
or shop drives. 

The first, already in operation, relates to money given in 
support of Civilian Public Service camps for conscientious ob- 
jectors. State administraters for the Treasury Department cam- 
paign for the purchase of War-Savings Bonds and Stamps in the 
states of California, Oregon, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Maryland have agreed that those who desire to do so may register 
contributions to Civilian Public Service in lieu of pledges for 
defense me On the subscription blanks cross out “invest 

defense savings bonds” and insert “contribute: 
Civilian Public Service certificates,” and after “through . . . 


‘the following organization” insert “Civilian Public Service, Amer- 
_. ican Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12th St., Philadelphia.” 


CPS puts out 10c and 25c stamp books, and certificates for larger 
amounts. 

The second plan will provide for investment. Secretary of 
the Treasury Morgenthau has agreed to work out a plan whereby 
certain Treasury issues not designated as “war issues” may be 
secured. The plan provides that these will be bought by a 
corporation agreed upon by certain religious groups and then 
resold in smaller denominations to individuals. They will bear 
a low rate of interest. Arrangements have not yet been completed 
but will be announced, perhaps by the time you read this. 


REVIEWS 


THEY GOT THE BLAME, the Story of Scapegoats in 
History. Kenneth M. Gould. Booklet, 25c postpaid. 

A review of how in every century and in every land some 
group has been singled out to bear collective blame for the social 
evils of that day and that country. 

STUDY OUTLINE ON THE AMERICAS with kit ($1), 
also Puerto Rican Problems (kit, 25c), are available at the Litera- 


~ ture Department, Philadelphia, along with further material on 


these topics. The Foreign Policy Association has a Discussion 
on Pan America based on 3 of their Headline Books 
and set'up as a packet selling for 25c, which we can furnish. 
COOPERATIVES AND PEACE. Study Outline with kit, 
$1.50. Prepared by Eastern Cooperative Wholesale, available at 
Literature Office. 


RESOLUTION No. 30 — THE CHAMIZAL CASE 
To the Department of State: 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 
meeting in annual convention in Philadelphia, May 7 to 10, 1942, 
reaffirming a resolution adopted last January by its National 
Board, again calls upon the United States Government to give 
concrete evidence of ite its belief in the sacredness of international 
agreements by complying with the award made in 1911 in the 
Chamizal case, which has never been complied with or 
by the United "States. 

We call attention especially to the following points: that 
Mexico is giving the United States full cooperation in the present 
emergency; that an excellent i impression has been made not only 
in our neighboring republic but in all parts of the Western Hemis- 
phere by the recent clearing up of the main points at issue between 
the two Governments, and especially that the position of the 
United States, which has had occasion several times to urge arbi- 
tration or mediation on other American nations, would be greatly 
strengthened and its influence increased if the Government’ were 
to adhere strictly to this oft-reaffirmed principle of arbitration of 
international disputes. 

We, therefore, believe that the solution of this question is. 


of urgent importance, 
PLEDGE 


For many years Miss Brainerd has been quietly at work 
promoting understanding between men and women throughout 
the Americas. Her personal success is shown in the many warm 
tributes that have come to her. In no branch of our work has 
the foresightedness of the policy of the WIL been more evident. 

To help maintain this work, tear off coupon and mail with 
check or A to the national office. a 


Name 
Address 
I enclose 
I pledge 
payable 


FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International 
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